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although possessing a territory much more extended than that which obeyed the descendant of David, was very loosely knit together, and although there was a king, things went very much as they had done in the days of the Judges. Soon foreign war came to add to existing causes of disorganisation, and Shishak, King of Egypt, marched, without encountering any serious resistance, first through Judah, then through Israel, right up to Megiddo.
In thinking of these states, we can hardly rate their material power or the numbers of their armed men too low. If they had been stronger, and able to enter into successful rivalry with the kingdoms of this world, they would never have become the sources of the religious life of humanity. From the earliest days of their separation, and even before it, the spirit of Judah and of Israel was very different. The life of the first was dominated by a city, small indeed but relatively important. The life of the second was the life of the country. Hence it retained much more of the freshness of the early world, and it is not surprising that the first beginnings of the Bible appeared there. They took the form of a collection of the traditional stories which had been for ages passing from mouth to mouth, first amongst the